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A 12-year-old boy who suffered se-
vere injury five years ago when a
taxi crashed into a railing that then
fell on him will get $1.52 million in
damages from the driver’s insurer
in a court-sanctioned deal.

The consent judgment issued by
Justice Andrew Ang last week, after
the parties came to an agreement,
averted a full trial next year to as-
sess how much he should get.

The insurer had admitted liabili-
ty for the accident two years ago,
and at issue were the sums payable
for pain and suffering, the extent of
the boy’s injuries, the impact on his
future earnings and the cost of fu-
ture care, among other things.

The boy, then seven, was walking
with his mother, Madam Elaine Sng,
on a pavement in Whampoa Road
on March 16, 2011, at about 10.15pm,
when the accident occurred.

Among other things, the boy sus-
tained head injuries which affected
his cognitive ability, impairing his
IQ, memory and verbal skills. His
eyesight was partially affected and
weakness on his left side caused
him to walk with a limp.

The serious injury prevented him
from carrying on with his Primary 1
studies. Instead, he repeated kin-

dergarten while he rehabilitated.
Although he recovered sufficient-

ly to attend school and is due to sit
the PSLE next year, he continues to
have permanent disabilities de-
spite extensive medical treatment.

Madam Sng, 43, sued the driver
Sng Chin Wah, 50, on her son’s be-
half. Sng was separately convicted in
2013 of driving in a rash manner and
jailed for two months and disquali-
fied from driving for four years. He
was also jailed concurrently for one
month and fined $4,000 for failing
to provide a specimen for a breatha-
lyser test at the time of his arrest.

Madam Sng’s lawyers Raj Singh
Shergill and Chia Aileen successful-
ly argued in the run-up to the settle-
ment that the boy was aware of his
plight and thus felt more acutely
his limitations, which deepened his
pain and suffering. Moreover, his
losses would span a longer period
because there was no shortening of
his expected lifespan. Medical re-
ports from 18 doctors involved in
his treatment were produced.

The defendants also agreed to
pay about $114,000 in costs and dis-
bursements. Madam Sng said yes-
terday: “We were touched by the ef-

fort of Singaporeans who rallied
around our child. These included
the staff of St Andrew’s Junior
School, the medical team at KK
Women’s and Children’s Hospital
and neurosurgeon Keith Goh.

“His life and our lives have
changed since the accident and
may never be the same again, but
by God’s grace, we have grown clos-
er as a family. We have learnt to see
life through his eyes and be grate-
ful for the little blessings. At least
our child is still with us.”
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If you happen to be at Wheelock
Place Basement 1 on Monday morn-
ing, stop for a free cup of green tea
latte, brought to you by The Straits
Times and Starbucks.

You will also get a chance to meet
ST’s star food writers – Life editor
Tan Hsueh Yun and deputy Life edi-
tor and food critic Wong Ah Yoke.
They will be there to help distribute
100 cups of Starbucks Teavana Red
Ribbon Green Tea Latte from 8am.

The drinks are just the first of five
days of foodie giveaways to
promote ST’s new food website,
straitstimesfood.com

Delicious daily treats will be
given to those who like
@StraitsTimesFood on Facebook,
courtesy of ST’s partners – Star-
bucks, Ice Lab, Panasonic, The Gold-
en Duck and Somersby.

Ms Tan said: “I am looking forward
to meeting readers bright and early
on Monday morning. The response
to the new food website has been so
encouraging, and the engagement
on our Facebook page has been very
lively. Long may that continue.”

The promotions for the new
microsite also include contests
where readers can win staycations
at M Social Singapore and The Full-
erton Hotel Singapore, as well as
dinner for two at Shisen Hanten, a

two Michelin-starred restaurant at
Mandarin Orchard hotel.

The new website, known as ST
Food, features everything from vide-
os and recipes to the scoop on the lat-
est restaurants and food trends. Nav-
igating the site is a breeze, with a
search tool. Readers who go to the
site also have direct access to ST
food writers’ social media feeds.

Aside from lattes from Starbucks,
readers can look forward to salted
egg yolk snacks from home-grown
company The Golden Duck, Somers-
by apple cider, Korean shaved ice
or bingsu from Ice Lab and
Panasonic’s Veggie Life salads.

The Golden Duck, for example,
will be giving out 500 packets of its
popular salted egg yolk chips and
fish skin at Raffles City Shopping
Centre next Thursday. On the
brand’s tie-up with ST Food, its
brand manager Jonathan Shen said:
“There is no better platform to work
with than The Straits Times for the
strength of their food stories and the
reach that they have.”

On M Social Singapore’s stayca-
tion giveaway, Ms Jeane Lim,
vice-president of global sales at Mil-
lennium Hotels and Resorts (Asia),
said: “The food section in The Straits
Times has long been held in high re-
gard in the foodie community and,
similarly, we believe ST Food will be
able to engage a wide spectrum of
this community as well.

“We are glad to partner with this
new food portal to bring readers
new and exciting content.”

rltan@sph.com.sg
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The scene of
the accident in
Whampoa Road
in 2011, when a
taxi crashed
into a railing
that then fell
onto the boy,
then aged
seven. He
sustained head
injuries which
affected his
cognitive
ability,
impairing his
IQ, memory and
verbal skills.
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Broke and indebted to loan sharks,
Sasi Kumar Lakshmanan decided to
print fake currency notes for use.

Yesterday, the 29-year-old was
jailed for 31/2 years for using a fake
$100 note to pay for cigarettes. He
had also created a counterfeit $50
note.

Deputy Public Prosecutor
Magdalene Huang said Sasi Kumar
decided to print some counterfeit
currency notes as he was in finan-
cial difficulty and owed loan
sharks more than $5,000.

On July 11, he took a $100 note
and placed it on a printer. He real-
ised the colour of the photocopied
$100 note was almost the same as
the genuine one. To make it more
accurate, he adjusted the colour of
the photocopied $100 note.

After five or six tries, he finally
managed to produce a photocop-
ied $100 note that closely resem-
bled a genuine $100 note.

He then printed another four
copies of the note and cut them to
the right size.

The next day, he produced one
of the fake $100 notes at Foodpark
coffee shop at Block 2, Lorong Lew

Lian, to pay for two packets of ciga-
rettes totalling $21.80.

He pocketed the $78.20 in
change.

The fake note was discovered by
a stall supervisor, who made a po-
lice report on July 13.

Police raided Sasi Kumar’s home
in Lorong Lew Lian and found,
among other things, a counterfeit
$50 note.

In his written mitigation plea,
Sasi Kumar said his wife was due
to deliver their third child soon.
He said he suffers from epileptic
fits and had just found a job doing
deliveries for a friend.

Two other charges of using a
fake $100 note and having instru-
ments for making them were taken
into consideration.

He could have been jailed for up
to 20 years and fined on each
charge.
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ST food experts Wong Ah Yoke (left) and Tan Hsueh Yun will give out green tea lattes from Starbucks at Wheelock Place on Monday, the first of five days of foodie giveaways to promote straitstimesfood.com, ST’s new food website. PHOTO: ST FILE

CONTEST: STAYCATION AT
M SOCIAL SINGAPORE

Win a one-night weekend stay
for two at M Social Singapore, a
Philippe Starck-designed hotel in
Robertson Quay, by the
Singapore River.

Enjoy the Loft Gallery room
(valued at $435), a duplex-style
loft with marble flooring, as well
as dinner for two at the hotel’s
restaurant, Beast & Butterflies
(valued at $100).

The M Social Singapore
staycation is valid until Feb 28
next year. For a chance to win this
prize, answer this question:
The new website,
www.straitstimesfood.com, will
offer readers content not found in
print – videos, more recipes and
more stories.
A: True B: False

SMS your answer to 14607-7877
by noon, Dec 2, in this format:
STFood<space>MSocial<space>
answer<space>NRIC (last four
digits and letter only)<space>
e-mail<space>name

For example: STFood MSocial A
4567H marytan@gmail.com
Mary Tan

CONTEST: DINNER AT
TWO MICHELIN-STARRED
SHISEN HANTEN
Five winners each stand to win a
dinner for two at the two
Michelin-starred restaurant
Shisen Hanten (valued at $120 a
person).

The seven-course dinner will be
for Dec 5 at 7pm.

Answer this question:
ST Food has the dish on the latest
food and beverage trends.
A: True B: False

SMS your answer to 14607-7877
by noon, Dec 2, in this format:
STFood<space>Shisen<space>
answer<space> NRIC (last four
digits and letter only)<space>
e-mail<space>name

DELICIOUS DAILY GIVEAWAYS

Like The Straits Times Food
@StraitsTimesFood on Facebook
to redeem treats next week.

MONDAY (Nov 28)
What: 500 cups of Starbucks
Teavana Red Ribbon Green Tea
Latte
Where: Wisma Atria, Ion
Orchard, The Centrepoint,
Paragon Shopping Centre and
Wheelock Place. Each outlet has
100 cups to give away.
Time: From 8am

TUESDAY (Nov 29)
What: 100 bowls of Korean
bingsu (shaved ice) in assorted
flavours from Ice Lab
Where: Orchard Shopping
Centre, 01-01/02
Time: From 11am

WEDNESDAY (Nov 30)
What: 500 packs of Panasonic’s
Veggie Life salad
Where: SPH Buzz convenience
store, Tampines Mall
Time: From noon

One hundred bowls of bingsu
will also be available from 11am at

Ice Lab, 164, Rochor Road.

THURSDAY (Dec 1)
What: 250 packets of The Golden
Duck’s Gourmet Salted Egg Yolk
Potato Chips and 250 packets of
the brand’s Salted Egg Yolk Fish
Skin
Where: Raffles City Shopping
Centre, Basement 1
Time: From 11am

FRIDAY (Dec 2)
What: 500 bottles of Somersby
Apple Cider
Where: Paragon Shopping
Centre, Basement 1
Time: From 4pm

Note: For the contests, each SMS
costs $0.21 (with GST), and will
be charged to your prepaid or
mobile phone bill.

For food and drink giveaways,
each person is limited to one
redemption.

• For more information on
ST Food’s contests and giveways,
including a staycation at The
Fullerton Hotel Singapore, go to
www.straitstimesfood.com

Free drinks kick off giveaways for
new ST Food website, which has
food trends, recipes and more

Boy hurt in accident gets $1.52m in damages

Among the contest prizes is a one-night weekend stay for two at M Social
Singapore’s Loft Gallery room (valued at $435). PHOTO: M SOCIAL SINGAPORE

Hotel stay, seven-course dinner and daily treats up for grabs

Man in debt to loan sharks
jailed for making fake notes

Have a free latte
and meet ST’s
star food writers
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